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Reintegrating ex-combatants into society is almost always a challenge. It is difficult for 
these people, their families and society in general. Andriy is one of many who, after 
returning from the active combat zone in eastern Ukraine, has to decide how to live 
on. If he goes right, he breaks his sword. If he goes left, he loses himself. If he goes 
straight, he finds new friends. A lot of children friends...

Special thanks to Oksana Romaniv, Serhiy Kondratskyi and 
Oleksandr Chub for contributing their stories to this material.

Based on the interview with Olena Maksymenko
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Our brother 
is dying…

He IS BLEEDING 
FROM HIS carotid 
artery! And his 

hip! Sokyra, apply 
a tourniquet 

to his leg!
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Dad, i guess it’s 
time to say good-bye. 

I may not leave 
here…

Meet you at 
the premiere!

Meet you 
on the other 

side!

You have 
your leg!

My leg! 
Is there a leg left? 
You’d better shoot 

me if there is 
no leg left.

Andriy, 
the three 
hundredth!

My leg!
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THAT’S ENOUGH! They 
already gave me  

my shots! 
Can i go back now?

No, you can’t! 
Vania, call piluha 

to get the machine 
ready.

Kostia, hell is 
only in your 

head.

If hell 
is real, then 

it’s here.

you ARE NOT 
GOING TOO FAR?

I’m just 
bored here. 
Can i go?

Do you know how many 
serious patients we have? 
You need to wait, soldier.

Doctor!
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What a tough 
case! A real lego 

constructor…

What about 
you? Meet you on 

the other side!

Just teasing. 
Tomorrow you’ll 

leave for kyiv for 
surgery.

Hey, transformer! 
Have you assembled

YOURSELF?
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I also went 
cycling…

I used to be 
a mountain 

HIKER.

WELL… YOU WON’T 
BE HIKEING TOO 

FAR ON CRUTCHES.

Let’s talk 
about it.

Rehabilitation 
is a slow process. 

Were you into 
sports before?

No one can 
answer that, andriy. 

You’ll walk with 
crutches.

Will i ever walk 
again normally?
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How can i help 
you?

Oh no, mate!

She left, andriy, 
and took the kids with 

her. And she’s right. 
Why would she live 

with a loser?

Don’t worry 
about me. I’ll make it. 
I’m just drinking out 

of boredom. But i 
can stop.

Hey, mate, i’m thinking 
about visiting all my friends 

on my bicycle. I can start 
with you, sokyra… ok, 
you’ll see me soon.
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No, i’ll never talk 
to a psychologist! 

Won’t you stay?

Hrynia, mate, 
i know a guy, he is a great 
psychologist. Maybe you 
can try talking to him?

Sorry, i need 
to CARRY  

on with my 
journey!

He won’t. 
He never comes 

here.

Isn’t it 
too much? What 

if your kid 
finds it?

Check 
this out!

I just LOSE IT sometimes 
when i’m overwhelmed… it gets 

scary. And then they get scared. 
But i feel so guilty when i wake 

up the next day. But let me 
show you something.

Maybe you need 
to control yourself, 
mate? They’re scared 

of you.

Hrynia!

I’LL STOP 
DRINKING. 

I MUST. Or i’ll 
get weird.
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And all around 
the airport…

Oh, he can. 
He’s travelled 
all around the 

world.

I want to show the film 
about the airport there. 

The film about us. About you 
and sokyra… and we can ride bikes 

from seattle to los angeles. 
I’ll show you america! 

I’ll show you the world!

Hmm?

…I’ll show you 
america. I’ll show 

you the world!

Director! 
I’ll visit you soon. 
I reckon i’ll be at 

your place
in two days.

I was just 
about to call you. 

Do you fancy a small 
trip across 

america?
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Have a good time 
and take care.

It’s undamaged, 
that’s what 

matters.

Isn’t it a nice 
control tower, 

director?

Well, their 
coffee sucks…

…Something 
extremely 
important.

Doesn’t it feel 
like deja vu?

I have another 
feeling. Like i 

forgot something 
important.
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…Besides, andriy 
has a dream…

And, of course, 
there would be no film 

without andriy, who 
now has a titanium 

plate in his leg…

Ok, the screening 
is soon. And it’ll take 
us at least an hour 

to walk to east 
village…

I deserve it...

The world is your 
oyster. All your 

dreams and wishes 
are in your hands! 

You deserve it.

I know what 
important thing that i 
forgot. My bicycle. Just 
imagine if i could ride 
right across america…

Would you have believed, 
then, sitting in a flooded 

dug-out, that you would see 
these views in a year?
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It’s amazing!

Do you remember 
a guy with a belly 
yesterday at the 

screening?

Now you have 
money for a bicycle 

and a trip!

By the way, 
i wanted to tell 
you that dreams 
sometimes come 

true.

???

…Make 
your dream 
come true!

It was stanley 
karpenko. He was of 
a great help to our 

front line…

And now 
he wants to 

help you…

It’s all 
in your 
head.

Many people 
say that the 

armed con flict 
has changed them. 
But my changes 

are just 
physical.Sometimes i think 

that this titanium plate 
is SOME KIND OF 

PUNISHMENT.

Does your 
leg hurt?
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We are 
already 

here!

Meet you on 
the other side!

Sir! It’s going to be 
really hard. Almost 

impossible.

!!!

IT’S NOT USUAL FOR ME TO GIVE 
SUCH DISCOUNTS, BUT I ADMIRE YOUR 

RESOLVE, SIR! THIS STALLION CAN CARRY 
ANY LOAD! IT HAS BEEN THROUGH A LOT, 

BUT IT IS NONE THE WORSE FOR IT. A 
NEW BIKE LIKE THIS COSTS THE SAME 

AS AN AVERAGE FAMILY CAR.

So, you’re going to 
florida first?

Take care, 
mate!

Washington, 
atlanta, orlando…

What do you need the 
bike and equipment 

for, sir?
I have 

five hundred bucks. 
And i need to buy 

a bike and 
equipment.

To ride across 
the nation to the 

pacific ocean.
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At least his kid 

wasn’t around. Their 

neighbours said he had 

already threatened 

to blow himself up… 

it’s so awful!

What have you 
done, mate?…

Welcome to 
ukraine.

Five months.

How long
WERE YOU in the usa?
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Honest? So you think 
blowing yourself up with 

a grenade and leaving your 
wife and son traumatised for 
life is a sign of dignity? How 

can you even say that?

Yes, we all have a 
choice. At least hrynia 
was honest. He never 

lost his dignity.

Everybody has 
a choice. You also 

have it, sokyra. Just 
think about it.

He had 
no other choice. 
I feel so sorry 
for his family…



19

I CAN SEE YOUR 
LEG IS COMING 

ALONG JUST FINE!

We CYCLED all the way 
from ivano-frankivsk. But i guess 
it’s not a lot for you… by the way, 
meet my wife yarka. Well… soon-
to-be wife. But as far as i know, 

you’ve already met 
each other.

Andriy!

Well, why 
not?

Thank you, 
mate. I’ll think 

it over.

I don’t 
know…

Andriy, 
i have read a lot

about your bicycle-
travels. My wife and i are 

also into cycling. We 
want to invite you
to the mountains.

I know that 
we are not close 

friends, but your service 
is over just like mine. 
So why don’t we meet 
under more pleasant 

circumstances?
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HEY, COME ALONG 
WITH US to ivano-
frankivsk. I want 

you to meet 
someone! I am 

sure that’s what 
you need!I haven’t thought 

about it. I just live 
my life. But there 
are some things 
that inspire me.

Some people. 
They do such things… 
they give meaning 

to life.

What about 
them?

Do you have 
a dream, 
andriy?

Everybody says, 
“oh no, i’m the same.” 

But when you dig 
deeper, you see the 
darkness beneath…

It didn’t change me one bit. 
Ask anyone, and they’ll tell 

you that i’m still 
the same.

Everyone asks me about 
a family all the time. But 
i am used to just taking 

care of myself.

Yarka and i are getting 
married after we GET BACK 

home. What about you? 
Have you ever thought 

about a family?

Have you always 
been a loner? Or did 
the armed conflict 

change you?

I like such 
coincidences!
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Hi! I’ve read about you. 
You’ve travelled across 

america on a bike! So, let’s 
grab a bite somewhere?

Andriy, meet masha 
and myshko. Myshko was 
in AERIAL RECONNAISSANCE, 

but as you can see he acts 
on the stage now.

Hi! I am andriy.

* Twelfth night by william shakespeare, act 1 scene 3

My name is mary, 
sir.*

Good 
mistress accost, 
i desire better 
acquaintance.

My niece’s 
chambermaid.
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DAMN, I REMEMBER BEING 
HERE. IN ‘94…

I MUST ADMIT, ONE CANNOT 
HELP FEELING INSPIRED BY YOUR 
EXAMPLE. BUT I JUST DON’T SEE 

MYSELF ON THE STAGE. I JUST WANT 
TO FIND MY THING, SOMETHING I’LL 

BE REALLY KEEN ON…

Six thousand.

THAT’S WHY THREE 
HUNDRED SOUNDS 
LIKE JUST A QUICK 

BREATH.

THERE IS NO NEED TO 
UNDERSTAND. ALL YOU NEED IS 
TO FEEL. AND, ABOVE ALL, IT’S 

UP TO THE ACTORS TO FEEL. HEY, 
MAYBE YOU FANCY TRYING OUT 
AND ACTING ON THE STAGE?

ANDRIY LIKES TO TRAVEL. HE 
DECIDED TO RIDE HIS BIKE ALL 

THE WAY HOME. IT’S THREE 
HUNDRED MILES. WHAT MILEAGE 

DID YOU COVER IN THE USA?

I confess, i was amazed. 
Those amateur actors on 
the stage… and they spoke 

english. To be honest, 
i understood almost 

nothing.

IN ONE YEAR WE’VE MANAGED TO STAGE SHAKESPEARE IN EARLY 
MODERN ENGLISH. HALF OF OUR ACTORS HAVE PTSD, BUT THE 
PLAY IS EXCELLENT THERAPY! IT REALLY HELPS THEM, I MEAN 
US. AND, MOST IMPORTANTLY, IT GIVES MEANING TO LIFE oN 
THIS other side. THROUGH tHE CULTURE AND CONTINUOUS 

OCCUPATIONAL ACTIVITIES…
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* CHAIKA SUMMER CAMP

HEY, SOKYRA, I HAVE A 
QUESTION FOR YOU. WOULD 
YOU LIKE TO WORK FOR THE 

GOOD OF YOURSELF AND 
OTHER? BUT YOU WILL NEED 

TO QUIT DRINKING...
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WELL, IF WE NEED 
THEM, I CAN HELP.

I’M 
HANGING 
IN THERE.

AT LEAST, YOU GOT 
ME OUT INTO THE 

FRESH AIR.

I DON’T KNOW IF IT’S SUCH A GOOD 
IDEA. WE HAVE BEEN HERE FOR MORE 

THAN A WEEK, BUT WE HAVE DONE 
ALMOST NOTHING TO THIS SMALL 

HOUSE. MAYBE, IT’S A MISTAKE. MAYBE 
IT’S JUST UTOPIAN RUBBISH…

WE NEED PEOPLE. 
A LOT OF PEOPLE.

BUT YOU STOPPED 
DRINKING, THAT’S  
THE MAIN THING.



25

Oh, you really 
need that! 
Trust me!

I DON’T QUITE 
UNDERSTAND WHAT I 

SHOULD SIGN, AND, MOST 
IMPORTANTLY, WHY I 
NEED TO DO THAT.

BUREAUCRATS…

I QUIT, MATE. AT LEAST I’M 
HANGING IN THERE. IT’S NOT 
FOR ME, IT’S FOR ANDRIY. AND 
IF YOU FELL EXCITED ABOUT 

THE IDEA, BE OUR GUEST.

ALL THE WORK 
WE DO HERE IS 

ON A VOLUNTARY 
BaSIS. THERE IS 
ENOUGH WORK 

FOR EVERYBODY, 
AND WE’RE ALL 

FRIENDS HERE… SO, 
I’M WAITING FOR 

YOU.

I HAVE ALL THE 
DOCUMENTS. AND 

THE LAST SIGNATURE 
I NEED IS YOURS.

I TRUST YOU, 
MATE.

I HAVE TO FINISH OFF 
SOME ROUTINE STUFF 
HERE, BUT I HOPE I’LL 

BE BACK SOON. DON’T DO 
ANYTHING STUPID.

I’M MAKING CALLS 
TODAY. YOU SAID WE 

NEED PEOPLE.
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SOKYRA, NOT 
AGAIN! YOU 
PROMISED!

Huh… it’s 
fantastic!

Hey, did you ask 
for help?

Don’t worry 
about people!

THE PAPERS ARE OK. THESE PRYPIAT 
RUINS ARE HERE ONLY FOR NOW, BUT 
SOON… WE JUST NEED TO FIND SOME 

MORE PEOPLE. AND FINANCING.

YES, I 
PROMISED!
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No, just asking… 
you need to know 
about people you 

work with.

Olena? She worked 
as a volunteer with us. 

She was really enthusiastic 
about this camp idea. 

Why do you ask? Did you 
like her?

This psychologist… 
where is she from?

That’s why 
they call me 

sokyra!!

DO YOU NOT NEED 
PSYCHOLOGISTS IN 

YOUR CAMP?

Are you a 
psychologist?
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How did it happen? 
I see, mate. We’ll be 

there soon.

What’s 
happened?

The Director 
shot himself.

I like your 
confidence. 

Let’s go?

There is enough 
work for the whole 

winter. This place will 
be perfect by spring.

Everything is ready. 
We could have LET  

SOME KIDS COME TODAY.
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You can’t hide 
in yourself all the time. 

You know, you cannot 
escape it.

And you 
cannot hide 

from me.

I think your place 
now is in the camp. You 

said yourself that there is 
enough work for the whole 

winter. If you want, i can 
go with you.

I’m not hiding 
from you. This winter… 

it makes me SHIVER 
INSIDE.

Nowhere! 
Nowhere to hide!
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I often remember 
the director’s words about 

honesty. You know, i associate 
death and dignity only with 
war. Honesty is different on 

the other side.

What about 
the rafts?

It was me, 
who else!

I hate these 
pseudo-philosophical 

conversations. They bore 
me. Better show me what 

you’ve done here.

Do you mind if we keep 
you company? I can’t 
stay in the city. It’s 
weighing me DOWN.

Sokyra!

I guess sokyra 
will be glad. Ever 

since he settled here, 
he obviously MISSES 

COMMUNICATION.
This one can 

cope on his own. 
But i’ve missed 

him.

If heaven exists, 
it’s definitely here. I don’t know 
when i’ve ever felt this good. 
I wake up in the morning, do 
some work, chop firewood, 
fetch water, then just lie 

with a book or a film.

Of course, mate. It’s as cold 
as hell here at nights. But we 

are used to it!

The poor excuse 
for an engineer who designed 

this rope park forgot to 
take something into account. 

so  everything has to be 
finalised in the field.

Who 
designed it?
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You’ll 
do fine.

…But i am sure that’s 
where i belong.

I’m not sure 
it’s going to 
work out…

What about 
your kid? Will 

he come?

Oh, he CAN’T WAIT TO COME!  
My wife has just called me 

today. She is packing his 
bags AS IF he’s about to 

join a hiking expedition to 
the far east.

the Rafts are on 
the way. They’ll be 
here next week.

Friends, an important, 
challenging, and demanding period 

is about to begin for all of us. 
But i believe we can 

make it work!

What about
the rafts?
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I’ll do fine.
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